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Thin contribution doer not aim at providing a n  underrtanding of the 

hirtorical growth procesr of Patan. The history of Patan is a s  obscure 

a s  that o f  any other N e w a ~  town. It ia only now that w e  have etarted 
I 

drawing conclusions from detail. of urban ritualiem , implying that 
certain notionr of apace could be utilired a s  evidence which until n o w  

was of interest to a n  anthropologist only. 

With procearionr2 as well as the underlying concept of the tovn plan of 

Patan - the four rt;par (New. t h i d o )  "guarding" the cardinal points of 

the compass3 have been dealt with recently. It might therefore suffice 

to recall that nothing ir known about the age of the etupas - their 

outer appearance providing n o  hint whatroever at dating them earlier 

than the 16th century. Analysing the map of Patan, however, v e  come to 

rome  conclusion^ concerning the grovth pattern of the tovn. An early 

phase of development is characterised by a diagonal road still leading 

from Nugab in southeart to Tapahiti in northwest. The road follows the 

contour lines high above the bankr of the ~ ; g m a t T  (see fig. I ) .  T h e 

same type of rpatial organisation characterizes the latest phase of 

development : a diagonal road leads from ~ a k a b a h z  to Patan ~hok;, pro- 

viding a direct link to Kathmandu. 

Following the early stage of development for which stands the diagonal 

road linking several emall hamlets, we come acrorr a n  oriented street- 

crossing. The elements of this street-crossing point towards Konti 

(north) vith the Kumbheivara/Sarveivara and towards Thati (eouth) with 

~ a t s ~ e n d r a n i t h  s s  well as ~alkumir: in the east and P;CO in the west, 

It was the impact of this street-crossing which characterized further 

development and from which a grid-like street pattern emerged. It may 

be noted that the crossing deviates by 24 degrees exactly from the 

north. No explanation has been found so far for this deviation. 
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We ammume that it is only during the third stage that the present day 

street-crossing, oriented towards the four st;pas, came to dominate the 

basic pattern of the town. Although we are not in a poeition to locate 

the early palaces (darbar) of Patan, w e  see a developing centre located 

in the southeastern sector right at  he intersection of the street- 

crossing towards the end of the 16th century. 

We are inclined to believe that the basic change in pattern, i.e. the 

significant shift from the first to the second street-crossing, one 

block to the east and south, occurred around the beginning of this mil- 

lennium. 

It is, however, the reign of Siddhi Narasimha (1618-1658, Nepal sapvat 

738-778) we would like to concentrate o n  with the following remarks. 

Under Siddhi Narasimha. Patan reached a n  early height of cultural de- 

velopment in comparison vith Kathmandu and B h a k t q u r .  The king insti- 

tutionalized a hierarchic order of the existing monasteries and the n e w  

ones built during his rule. A chronicle (vam.4avo~?) tells us of an ex- 

tension4 of Patan and of a translocation of a n  existing b;h; for the 

purpose of extending the palace. 5 

Moreover, we have an account6 mentioning a 1i1t of temples in altogether 

3 7  localities (Nep. t o Z )  of Patan. All this leads u s  to assume that the 

basic pattern of Patan had already fully developed in the middle of the 

17th century. 

Let us n o w  talk about the pattern o f  distribution of monasteriee (maha- 

vihara) and branch monasteries (vihira) which so well determine the 

cultural. social as well as spatial pattern of Patan. 

Today w e  can count altogether 156 monasteries. Of these, 148 are locat- 

ed in Paten proper and the remaining eight in villages (capageu6 No. 

41, ~ i r e g i u b  No. 154,Cobher No. 39 and No. 156, Pharpifi No. 151, Bumga- 

mat1 No. 42, and Kirtipur No. 4 0  and No. 155 - the numbers referring to 

fig. 2) which belonged to the former domain of the Kingdom of Patan du- 

ring the reign of the later Malla Kings (16th - 18th centuries). T h e  

two monasteries of the western suburb P;CO are counted under Patan 

proper. It should be noted that it was Siddhi Narasimha's plan to ex; 

tend P a t a n  up to P;CO. 
7 

Of the 156 monaeteries. 18 are still counted a s  the m a i n  ones (mahavi- 

hira or baha; mapped in fig. 2 with full names) whereas 3 2  are second- 

ary monaateries (mahavihara o r  bah;; mapped in fig. 2 vith circles a- - 
round numbers). The remaining ones are branch monaeteries (vihora or 

kacabaha \ 
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The main difference between the monasteries is centred o n  the right of 

initiation. T h e  18 main babes have the right to initiate vajroc;rya - 
the highert caste group among the Buddhist population, usually referred 

to ar priests - an well ar s;kya. The 32 bahzs, however, have the role 

riaht to initiate ~ ; k ~ a .  The branch monarterier do not have any right 

of initiation. 

The rtriking information the chronicle provider is the order of bier- 

archy and precedence, which war kept nearly unchanged ontil now.' Only 

12 of the 10 b;h;r of today exirted when Siddhi Nsrasi?ha net the rules 

for the election of the heads (noyke) of the b;h; and the order of pre- 

cedence. Among there, Yacchubih; (No. 130). Subih; (No. 130). ~;kab;h; 

(No. 36). ~ k u b i h ;  (No. 2) and ~ u j i b i h ;  (No. 17) had a head who pre- 

sided over the chiefr of there five b;h;s. It should be noted that all 

there b;h;r are located in the southeast of the town. 

T h e  newly established b;h;s were named an 0tpb;h; (No. 1241, ~ y o b i h ;  

(No. 127) and ~ h u ~ b ; h ;  (No. 110). all located in the northeastern sec- 

tor of the town. Of those b;h;r in the villages ~ o b a h ;  (No. 39) in Co- - - -  
bh;r and Kyapubaha (No. 40) in Kirtipur were counted among the 18 main - - 
b;h;r. T h e  chronicle thus counts 17 b;hes a s  the leading ones. Sibaha 

(No. 74) w a s  ertablished only after the rules were set by Siddhi Nara- 

rimha. It was thue left to the succeeding kings to provide the right of 

initiation to Sibih;. 

Yet the order of the 15 b;h;a is still observed in the performance of 

certain ritualr. Picture 5 rhowe 150 "ajur" (eldermen) being offered 
.I 

the "five offeringr" (pancadan) by a certain ~ i d d h i r s j  s;kya of ~ a g b a h a  

in the courtyard of ~kib;h; o n  the occasion of a family event. Each of 

the 15 bih.6 senda 10 ajur to take part in that ritual. Thus we sec 

that although the right of initiation was given to two bahss outside 

the town a s  vell a s  to the one that v a s  later established, certain ac- 

tivities were confined to thore 15 b;h;r which existed during the reign 

o f  Siddhi Narasimha. 

Among the most rpectacular spatial manipulationr we have to consider 

the tranrlocation of the ~abb;h; from the present side of the palace - - -  
towards the quarter of Gabaha. Even now a special ritual reminds us of 

that manipulation thue providing a n  idea of how precarious the trans- 

formation of a given ritual infrastucture muat have been. Legend has 

it that the ~ahb;h; war founded at the rite of a rivulet. When fire was 

seen above that rivulet it war taken a s  an auspicious sign to build a 

monastery. Fire and vater are rymbolr of worlds above and below earth. 

thue defining a racred place of communication between this world and 
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that of the ~ o d e .  9 

Even nor, during the month o f  Gunla - the holy month of the Buddhirtm. 
:orresponding to Augurt o f  the Gregorian calendar - a merrive aquare- 

shaped copper verrel. embellirhed with a Buddha image, ir placed right 

in front of the m a i n  entrance of mulcok, the mort important place with- 

in the palace. Thie veerel seemr to aim at reconciling history. Space 

had been trmnrf'ormed - yet preceding conditions reem to convey certain 
qualitier of mpaCe. In a vay we have to believe that a given rpatial 

order ir ritually unchangeable. Therefore, if any change, i.e. any ma- 

nipulation changing a religious environment, taker place. a ritual im 

needed for reconciliation w i t h  the godm o r  power8 concerned. 

Of the former 148 monarteries only a fev are now in good state and very 

f e v  rtill function a 8  a monartery, the moet active of them being KV;- 

bah; (No. 104). Some behie are hardly traceable like ~ o n t i b i h ;  (No. 

106) and ~ a n i b i h ;  (No. 149). Some b;h;s have preserved only the Buddha - - - 
shrine (~inub;h;. No. 4 3 ;  ~ y i ~ h a b a h a .  No. 14) whereas otherr - like - - - - - - 
ub;h;gathica (No. 2 ) .  ukubihela (No. I) ,  Bubaha (No. 60). Gabaha (No. - - - 
59) or Kvabaha (No. 104) - still play a n  active role in the ritual life 

of Patan. Some b;h;s have been converted into predominantly Hindu 

mhrines, leaving no trace of the former monastery, e.g. SikabahT (No. 

153). the place OF which is cow occupied b y  the p i ~ h a  of ~ ; r n u ? d a ,  one 

of the eight mother goddesses ( ~ ~ t a r n o t ~ k a )  of P a t a n .  
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NOTE S 

Thir paper in part of a n  axtenrive aurvey of the Newar tounr of the 

Kathmandu valley, which war made poerible by a grant of tha GERMAN RE- 

SEARCH COUNCIL. The former monarterien of Patan were trncad in Marcb 

1974. Thir paper aimr at nothing more than providing dater. A hirtori- 

eal viev of the topography of Paean is still mirring. Tha tranrrcrip- 

tion of the lilt war made with the help of Mr. Thakurlal Uanandhnr and 

Dr. Michael Witrel. Thankr to their encouragement the manurcript war 

finished in december 1977. 
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LOCATION NAMES 

ohoh - house h i t i  - fountain 

n a n i  - courtyard g a l l ?  - lane 

cuka - courtyard tahdham - big 

l i b ?  - courtyard c?dham - small 

dune - inside (the house) t v ;  - quarter 

duea 



&tilt up a n a  %B 1970. A atreat cr-6 (a dagrere bfffa- 
taaca from tLa r&@t 4ngLe) ,&alined by 4 mtitp&e uadev- 
I k e  tho %own-plan. Th, aqwre ( TbfUdWlS $ by 4 m). osr 
rar-ny2.r (mbiih~ 60 bf Y, m) coutyarkcl of tha nome- 
tartea f i t  *er7 wall into the grid-lik. pattern of the 
atreeta. 
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PATAN 

Of the  156 l i s t e d  m o n a s t e r i e s  o f  the  former domain o f  Pl fan 
'146 a r e  a i t u a t e d  i n  P8tan proper.2 in t h e  weetern auburb o f  
W c o  (nap. Pulcok)  and 8 i n  v i l l a g e m  remt and aouth o f  the  
torn.  
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AREA OF 5 MAIN BA 

- 
> 

Not much io known about the himtorical topography of Htan. 
During the reign of Siddhi Narao+& howarar 12 eximting 
and 4 newly founded monamteriem (mahlrihlra) warm cited. 
A tranofor was done (~abbXha) to anablo the king to enlar- 
hi. Jmhca. 

b .  Patan : Air viev of ~khelakh;, the main square of ona of the 2 4  

quarters (Nep. foL. Nev. t v i )  of Pataa at the interrection of two 

streets parallel to the street-croaaing which underlies the town-plan. . 
Around the square with its Bhairava. Cane6 and ~agann;th temple am well 
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LIST OF .THE MONASTERIES 

Lirt o f  the 156 b.h;r o f  Patan and the domain of Patan. The 18 main 

b;h;e are italicized in full length, whereas the 3 2  bahTs .re only par- 

tially italicized ( m a h a v i h o r a ) .  T h e  other 106 b;b;r are no-ealled kaca- 

bih.8 or branch monarterier ( v i h a r a ) .  

Tva of the 18 main bahir and eix of the 3 2  behim are located outside 

P a t a n  proper vithin neighbouring villages. 

SANSKRIT-NAME NEWARI-NAME 

~ ~ k u t i b r ?  ~ u d r a v a r ~ a m a h o v i h ~ r a  

~ h a ~ d a c u k a v i h a r a  

~ G r ~ a c a n d r a v i h i r a  

Jayativarnavihira 

O$kul imahavihara 

Bodhimapdapavihera 

Dhanavajravih;ra 

Hirapya1;bhavih;ra 

~atna1;bhavihsra - - 
Rupavarpavihara 

~ k t a v i h a r a  

~ h e n a v ~ r a s i g h a v i h ; r a  

~ a s u v a r ~ a v i h a r a  

Padmavarpavihira - 
Dinavarvavihara 

~m~tavarpavih.ra 

~ a i ~ ~ a v a r ~ a r n a h a v i h a r a  ' 

~ h i ~ k a r a v a r ~ a v i h i r a  

~ t h a v ? r a ~ a t r a m a h ; v i h ~ ~ r a  

~ a m a n t r b h a d r a v i h a r a  

~ i ~ h a c i k a v i h a r a  

~;[asi?havih;ra 

Jayair;vih;ra 

Kulacaityakirtivihara 

Devadat tavihara 

Jye?! h a ~ a r ~ a m a h i v i h i r a  

~akrak1rtivih;ra 

DharmakTrt ivihara 

~ h ;  jumanakzrtivihara 

~ r i r a t n a s i ~ h a v i h a r a  - - - 
DhanavirakuFagaravih;ra 

H;tigalavih;ra 

l lkubohata 

~b;h;gathica 

Dunebihe 

~ a t i b i h s  

~ b o h a b a h l  

~ a h a b a u d d h a  

~ h a n i n d a b a h ;  

~ h a j u d h a n a l a h a  

~ h i m a r a j a b a h e  

~ a ~ u b a h a  

1cheibah; 

Dhanabaha 

Basubiha - - -  
JyaFhabaha 

Hi {iphusabahi 

~ a k a b e h a  

cu j i b a h a  

~iddlribih; 

~ h a ~ a b o h 7  

~ ; l u b a h a  - - -  
Sikucabaha 

~ u t u b a h a  - - - 
Jothabaha 

Kuladevbaha 

~ a u d h a b e h ;  

~ ~ a b a h a b a h ?  

~ h v a k h a n a b a h ;  

Haraab;ha 
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~ a d m ; v a t ~ ~ e k u l i v i h ~ r a  

(a) K;mukanamamahavihara 

(b) ~;mukan;mamah;vihara 

Kanakadat tavihira 

1b;bahTdune 

IbzbahZ 

~ a h g a h b a h z  

~ ' ; ; k a b a h a  

T h a t i b z h a  

Tohbaha 

cobahz (in ~ o b h a r  near Kirtipur) - - -  
Kyupubaha (in Kirtipur) 

wabahe (in capagiui) 

Kakubahi 

~~;nab;h; 

~ a h b a h a  

Wanabih; - - -  
Walabaha - - -  
Nhubaha 

- - -  
Namdayabubaha - - -  
~ e v a r s j a b u b a h a  

1kub;h; 

~ a h b i h e  

~ a ~ b ~ h ~ k u l i ~  

~ h v a ~ a b a h :  

~ h v a ~ a b a h i  - - -  
Natvabaha 

~ i c o b a h ?  

a ~ v e ~ u c o b a h :  
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- 
9 3 .  P a i u v a r p a v i h a r a  

9 4 .  N a v a v i h a r a  

1 0 0 .  ( a )  L a 1 i t a v a n a m a h a v i h ; r a  

1 0 0 .  ( b )  L a 1  i t a v a n a r n a h ; v i h ; r a  

1 0 8 .  ~ v a ~ t h a v i h a r a  

1 0 9 .  l t u m v i h a r a  

1 1 0 .  ~ u ? a  takqrnFk?r t i rnah~vih&a 

1 1 1 .  ~ a r n p i m a h a v i h a r a  - - - 
1 1 2 .  Y a m p i y a n t a m a h a v i h a r a  

1 1  3 .  ~ a m p i ~ a n t ; r n a h ; v i h ; r a  

1 1 4 .  Y a r n p i y a n t ; m a h i v i h ; l a  

1 1  5 .  Karu?;c;kavih;ra  - - 
1 1 6 .  S a p t a p u r a r n a h a v i h a r a  

c i d h a Y g u c h ; y a b a h T  

G a n e i a b e h ;  - - -  
Mubaha 

Dudubih ;  - - -  
M i k h a b a h a  - - 
Y e t a b a h a  

~ k i b a h ;  

~ a t i b ; h ; c u k a c ;  

~ h i c h e i b i h ;  - - - -  
T h y a k a b a h e  

I l a n h e d i l k o  - - -  
Nhubaha  

~ a s u n a n r  

1 1 ; ~ n a n i  

1 1 i ~ n a n T  - - - 
Kvabaha 

~ h a u ~ i b a h ?  

K o n t i b i h ;  
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~urrnavaidyab~h; 

~riratnabiha 

~hai~ajyebeh; 

Honabaha 

Kularatnabiha 

Yantabaha 

Lakhyadhaqcuka 

ombihi 

Jagatamunibah; 

~ a k h e d h a ~ b a h a  

~ y o b a h o  

surpb;h; 

~ a n m u b a h i  

~acchubihi - - - 
Nhubaha 

~athubah? 

~vayabaha 

Bhimdyobeh; 

~ e n u b a h a  

Sagabaha 

~ a n a b a h e  

su ba ha - - -  
Thakulpbaha 

Pincheibaha 

Pi lacheibaha 

Pi lacheibaha 

~u?tabah? (~athubah?) 

~u?tabah? (~ahdhatpbah?) 

~u?tabah? (~Zdha~bah?) - - - 
Lukhusibaha 

11ayabahT 

Yamgabaha 

~ a n i b i h a  

yetilib: 

~ h a ~ ~ ? b a h a  (in Pharpih) 

~hinchehbaha 

~ikabah? 

~ a r e ~ a u h b a h l  (in ~aregauh) 

~ y u ~ u b a h l  (in Kirtipur) 

~obibah? (in ~ o b h a r )  


